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Material Flow In Assembly Area A Breeze With
Cantilevered Supports

Industry:
Material Handling

The Problem:

Loading and unloading the
assembly work cells had been a
problem at its previous location.
Complete assemblies were
difficult to maneuver and pick up.

The Solution:

Two Gorbel Work Station Cranes
in parallel assembly areas with
cantilevered supports

“The Work Flow is So Seamless, You Don’t Have to Stress...”

The Problem: A metal fabrication company was relocating and exploring workflow options for its new
facility. Loading and unloading the assembly work cells had been a problem at its previous location.
When small parts or sub-assemblies were brought in, they were either dropped off in pallets or were small
enough to be carried manually. However, when assembly was complete, the finished product weighed
over 1,000 pounds and was difficult to maneuver for pick up. Fork lifts could not enter the work cell, and
overhead cranes could not bring the product out of the work space.

The Gorbel Solution: In the new facility, the company installed two Gorbel work station cranes in parallel
assembly areas with cantilevered supports and two 1000 pound aluminum bridges per system. Not only
did the work station crane allow effortless movement of materials within the work cell throughout
assembly, but by supporting the system’s runways without a header beam, it made material flow in and
out of the work cell easier. The cantilevered supports enabled a 3-ton capacity overhead crane to deliver
parts and pick up finished products directly from the work space without setting the load down, eliminating
all manual lifting as well as most use of fork lifts.

The Results: Handling finished goods is no longer a source of concern for the company. “The
cantilevered systems by Gorbel have been incredibly helpful since we opened our new factory 6 years
ago,” said the factory foreman. “The work flow is so seamless, you don’t have to stress about how you're
going to get something out of there once you have it built. Bringing in parts, taking out assemblies — either
way it's a breeze because we don’t have any obstacles. Plus, we’ve reduced fork lift traffic from our
previous facility.”
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